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Globalization and Technology - A New World Order 
By Rustum Fortune 

 
The Cold War, stemming from the end of World War II, up until the dismantling of the Berlin Wall in 
1989 is to me the personification of international contention and division ranging from military might, 
political ideologies to technological advancements. This war created a world bent on paranoia 
resulting in one nation trying to outdo the other in an attempt to preserve national secrets and to 
consolidate power in the world and more profoundly, power over the world. 
We have indeed come a long way since the piercing chill of the Cold War. The world more than ever 
before is moving towards a single consciousness or singularity. Though a degree of international 
paranoia still exists, the wall that has separated nations is increasingly being dissolved by increased 
international agreements, technology, environmental needs and changes and the desire to uplift the 
dignity and worth of all human personality. This is “Globalization”. 
 
In this essay I will discuss the features and causes of globalization and the impact it has on national 
development. 
 
What is Globalization? 
 
“The fact that the work which improves the condition of mankind, the work which extends knowledge 
and increases power and enriches literature and elevates thought, is not done to secure a living. It is 
the work of men who somehow find a form of work that brings security for its own sake and a state of 

society where want is abolished.” 
 (Carson 2001:188) 

 
Technology has truly become a beacon light of hope for the day and age in which we live. It has 
presented the opportunity to, as quoted above, to increase our human power and extend knowledge. 
Technology has allowed us to dwarf distance and place time in chains. States separated by 
thousands of kilometers are now neighbors within an international neighborhood or “near – by – 
hood”. 
 
States are thus more readily provided with the ability to trade, and trade more effectively and 
efficiently and also to move goods, information and services at a faster pace. No nation in my opinion 
is self sufficient. Time indeed is money, and billions is being saved by the effective and efficient path 
that technology has paved for us. The world thus is becoming more closely knit and Globalization is 
taking place. This of course carries not only economic implications but they are political, social and 
cultural as well. 
 
What Causes Globalization? 
 

“Problems and issues have become global, beyond the reach of national governments: climate 
change, cross border pollution, weapons trafficking, drugs trading, organized crime cannot be 

addressed by any nation acting alone.” 
(Reagan 2002:223) 

 
As mentioned before, technology plays an important role in Globalization, but technology is merely 
the vehicle for Globalization to take place. Every nation needs something another nation can 
produce. This is in my opinion the primary cause of Globalization, but this growing need for 
interdependence has spilled over into other spheres as well which can both be beneficial and in some 
cases harmful to some nations especially third world nations. 
 
Increased GNP allows governments to lower poverty levels drastically and improve the quality of life. 
This goes hand in hand with the need for free trade to take place. This is promoted by organizations 
like the WTO (World Trade Organization), GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade), the 
forerunner of WTO and TNC (Transnational Companies). Without these organizations in place, free 
trade would be difficult due to extremely high tariffs, trade blocks and barriers. 
 
The need for nations to have their interests represented within the international sphere also furthers 
globalization. Organizations like the UN (United Nations) and OAU (Organization for African Unity) 
further these interests by networking with these nations. This global forum allows nations to 
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participate in health programs (WHO – World Health Organization), environmental concerns and even 
human rights issues. An example of this is section 39(1b, c) of our constitution where international 
and foreign law can be considered. 
Access to these global forums and increased resources improve access to education and an 
educated nation is a powerful nation. 
 
International competition also plays an important role in causing globalization. This is healthy in that it 
allows nations to compete on international markets. This forces competitor nations to improve 
infrastructure allowing them to compete with other nations. An example of this is when undeveloped 
countries are forced to industrialize with respect to internal communications, information technology 
and transportation networks whether locally in the sense of railroads or internationally in the sense of 
shipping. More competition equals lower prices and that’s always good news for consumers. 
 
Impact on National Development. 
 

“Is globalization only to benefit the powerful and the financiers, speculators, investors and traders? 
Does it offer nothing to men, women and children ravaged by the violence of poverty?” 

(Reagan 2002:229) 
 
What effect does globalization have on national development? Well I have already mentioned the fact 
that Globalization is furthered by the need for nations to participate on the international scene by 
being involved in international forums or organizations like the UN (United Nations) and the OAU 
(Organization for African Unity). Even though nations are given a forum to further their own interest, 
this could have further implications on national development. 
 
Nations through such participation surrenders their national sovereignty to an international umbrella. 
This is beneficial when human rights are further promoted, by forcing nations to comply with 
international rules and rights concerning the treatment of people, but what about other aspects. An 
example of this is the European Union which has become a common market through a single 
currency system, environmental concerns and interaction between member countries. 
This could give rise to internal conflicts incited by religious or ethnic fundamentalism among groups 
who do not agree with decisions taken by the governing body of the European Union. Another 
example that has gained international attention is the Non Proliferation Treaty, where only nominated 
member countries are allowed to arm with nuclear arms. This created serious contention between 
states like the USA and North Korea. Such contentions cause markets to fluctuate and this also 
carries with it implications. Internal conflicts arising among those who disagree with decisions taken 
on behalf of states could further impede any development and create a downward spiral for such 
nations. 
 
Even though involvement with trade organizations like WTO (World Trade Organization) and TNC 
(Transnational Companies), further trade and the movement of goods, it could further hamper national 
development. Often member nations which are really influential, dominate such organizations. This 
often means that the interests of developing nations, being a minority are sidelined and even ignored. 
Often high tariffs are imposed on less influential members and these factors combined impede 
national development and ultimately the countries GNP. Trade barriers thus favor the rich industrial 
countries of the north or the west. Often the beneficiaries of the WTO are the TNCs of which 90% 
form part of either the USA, JAPAN or European Union. 
“Trade barriers in the North cost the economies of the South an estimated $100 billion a year, at least 

double the amount of development aid.” 
(Reagan 2002:224) 

 
Technology being the primary vehicle for globalization to take place, often places nations who do not 
advance fast enough in a very difficult position. Because globalization can become fast paced due to 
technological advancements, nations who lag behind in keeping up may be completely left by the 
wayside. Poor and developing nations are either marginalized or completely excluded having further 
national implications like poverty. 
Also intellectual property rights are attached to developed technologies, so third world nations are 
forced to pay high tariffs for the use of certain technologies. Countries violating intellectual property 
rights on technology are fined as a result and so the big wheel of capitalism continues to go round. 
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“The average American in 1995 made over 30% more than the average German, 40% more than the 
average Japanese, nearly 50% more than the average citizen of the United Kingdom and more than 

5,500% more than the average Ethiopian and it will double in a century and a half at the current 
trend.” 

(Reagan 2002:224) 
 
Also something to note is that too often the nations that carry a vast degree of influence are capitalist 
nations. Capitalism promotes private interest and private gain. Greed is often a key role player in the 
actions and motives of such capitalist member countries. The immediate implication of this is that the 
rich get richer and the poor get poorer. Also social issues are sidelined when competing on the global 
markets. 
Martin Luther King phrased it perfectly when he said: 
 

“Communism forgets that life is individual. Capitalism forgets that life is social. And the kingdom of 
brotherhood is found neither in the thesis of communism nor the antithesis of capitalism, but in a 

higher synthesis that combines the truths of both” 
(Carson 2001:194) 

 
In other words, it’s not a crime to gain wealth, but never fail in recognizing that there are others who 
do without and they must always be on the forefront of out motives in gaining greater wealth. We must 
not make a career of making money, but rather make a career of humanity. Poverty automatically 
incites war, conflicts, AIDS, violation of human rights, drugs and terrorism. 
 
So as I have noted Globalization as wonderful as it is, have effects, both positive and negative on 
national development and is a powerful weapon if used correctly. However if its uses are not tamed 
by the the desire to see all peoples of the world prosper and excel, the implications could be 
disastrous. 
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