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“I hope that all of you will reject the false 

comfort that others’ suffering is not your 
concern, or if you can’t solve all the 

world’s problems, then you shouldn’t even 
try.” - Soweto, June 2011

These were the words of United States First 
Lady, Michelle Obama, as she toured the 

Southern African region in her capacity as a 
goodwill ambassador, meeting with African 

leaders, various organizations and a variety 
of youth. Her visit follows increasing 

international disrepute with respect to recent 
United States economic bickering and 

controversial foreign policies. BeTheChange 

was awarded permission by the United 

States consulate in Cape Town to be present 
during the First Lady’s Cape Town visit 

alongside Archbishop Emeritus Desmond 
Tutu and the Grassroots youth as they 

participated in a soccer event at the Cape 
Town Stadium. The First Lady showed 

genuine interest in the young people as she 
encouraged them with a message of hope, 

echoing the sentiments of the American 
dream; of “life, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness”. Furthermore she joined 
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu in a 

plethora of fun filled soccer training drills as 
part of the Grassroots Soccer program 

geared towards teaching and encouraging 

youth about a drug free society and 
engaging leisure time activities essential to 

reducing juvenile behavior among youth.

South Africa spent about R33 billion on the 

FIFA 2010 Soccer World Cup and despite the 
high maintenance and upkeep costs 

involved, the gesture to use these stadia for 
developing youth and upcoming sporting 

talent in South Africa is indeed a breath of 
fresh air. How much more should we not 

invest in the youth of our nation, so as to 
secure a lasting legacy for them and 

generations yet to come. Yes we can!

The American Dream from a South African Perspective
At the heart of the American Dream, are the ideals of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. Amidst mass poverty, starving children, civil 
wars and corruption in Africa, its a Dream worth pursuing.

Top and Left
U.S First Lady, Michelle Obama, 
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu and 
Grassroots Soccer Youth at the Cape Town 
Stadium. Watching Desmond Tutu do 
pushups was priceless.

Dribbling the ball through an obstacle 
course.

The First Lady sure seems like she’s 
quite a natural at soccer.

Wrong way Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
but we love you anyway.
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Fighting for the Rights of Girls to be Educated and also for 
their Right to be free from Abuse and Violence

Above and Left
Kim Wagner, Gunther Wagner and 
Rustum Fortune alongside the girls from 
St-Georges Home for Girls. They are a 
delight to work with.

Bottom
Rustum Fortune from the Law Clinic. 
BeTheChange successfully launched its 
newly formed Law Clinic beginning 
August 2011, as a free service to local 
and municipal government. The clinic 
aims to educate communities regarding 
knowledge of the law in an attempt to 
make justice more accessible to all.

The Key to eliminating Poverty in 
Africa is Empowering Women
According to CARE, women and girls suffer 

disproportionately from the burden of extreme 
poverty, they make up 70 percent of the 1 

billion people living on less than a dollar a 
day. Like CARE, BeTheChange is committed 

to ending poverty, by attacking its root 
causes, not only its consequences. In 

practice, this means that we must fight for the 
rights of girls to be educated and also fight 

for their right to be free from abuse or 
violence.

In light of the above mentioned 
circumstances and as part of our United 

Nations mandate, BeTheChange recently 
launched development initiatives at St-

Georges Home for Girls, drawing alongside 
the vision of the home’s director, Graeme 

Cairns, aimed at promoting education, life 
skills and infrastructure development. These 

young ladies are an absolute pleasure to work 
with and they demonstrate what it means to 

live fully, love wastefully and to be all they can 
be in the infinite variety of their humanity. We 

recognize that by empowering just one of 
these young ladies, we are projecting South 

Africa into the 21st century thus securing any 
future infrastructure development and 

ensuring South Africa becomes a tour-de-
force with respect to international markets 

which will in turn help eliminate poverty, 
secure women's rights and quantum leap 

Africa forward as a whole.

BeTheChange launches its 
Community Law Clinic promoting 
Equal Access to the Law and 
Justice for All
BeTheChange successfully launched its 

newly formed Law Clinic beginning August 
2011, as a free service to local and municipal 

government. The clinic aims to educate 
communities regarding knowledge of the law 

in an attempt to make justice more accessible 
to all. It also aims to empower people by 

teaching and training communities about 
small claims court procedures, advise on 

selected labour law issues and assist 
individuals with drafting their wills. In addition 

to offering free legal advice, our clinic, 
together with local government, will conduct 

workshops and awareness raising programs 
aimed at empowering poor communities by 

educating them in relation to their legal rights.

All the clinic’s services are offered on a pro 
bono bases and are entirely cost free to all 

who seek legal assistance. Work at the clinic 
is extremely rewarding and so far we have 

assisted individuals with small claims court 
proceedings, advised on legal proceedings 

against unethical estate agents and drafted 
wills. The clinic also assisted in providing 

some private law advice to a single mom 
wanting to know her custody rights with 

respect to her child, which resulted in the 
formulation of an amicable agreement.
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Youth Today, City Tomorrow - Working to build South Africa 
through Infrastructure Development Curriculum

Above and Right
BeTheChange implemented 
Infrastructure Development Curriculum 
aimed at educating youth around 
science and technology streams like 
physics, astronomy and chemistry as a 
means of promoting interests in career 
fields that will help build our country`s 
infrastructure.

Bottom
BeTheChange’s Rustum Fortune, 
conducted an exclusive interview with 
former President F.W de Klerk with 
respect to youth in our post 1994 
democracy.

Only Nixon can go to China, or just 
maybe we can too. BeTheChange 
launches its Infrastructure 
Development Curriculum
According to Lawless, there is less than three 

civil engineering staff in local government for 
every 100,000 citizens, in comparison to 

China, with its four municipal or local 
authorities each servicing 250 million people. 

Given our population in South Africa of 44.8 
million in 2001, 284 local authorities would 

then each have been servicing 157,746 
citizens. The question is - what is China doing 

right? Without proper planning and effective 
strategic forethought and if the capacity crisis 

in South Africa is realized, local government 
service delivery could be brought to a stand 

still. In 2006, South Africa had 150 civil 
engineering graduates - China had 200,000 in 

2005.

BeTheChange discussed similar statistics with 

former South African Ambassador to the 
United Nations, the Honorable Dave Steward, 

and how failure to address such issues could 
impact South Africa negatively by the year 

2100. As a means of addressing the probable 
capacity overload, we have implemented our 

Infrastructure Development Curriculum aimed 
at educating youth around science and 

technology streams like physics, astronomy 
and chemistry as a means of promoting 

interests in career fields that will help build our 
country`s infrastructure. We build projects like 

rockets, towers, hot air balloons and comets. 

Our new program curriculum approach was 
implemented at Bosasa Youth Horizon Center 

and proved a successful means of dealing with 
prospect unemployment and criminal elements 

while at the same time promoting loads of fun.

BeTheChange conducts an 
exclusive interview with former 
President F.W de Klerk regarding 
Youth in our post 1994 Democracy
“Since the fall of apartheid, South Africa has 

achieved enormous successes in the political, 
social and economic realms. Constitutionally 

assured liberties and freedoms have helped 
create the political and cultural background 

necessary for real progress in the realization of 
children’s rights. Despite these improved 

conditions, two issues – intractable poverty 
and the rise of HIV and AIDS – continue to 

undermine much of the social progress 
achieved since the end of apartheid.

Issues facing children in South Africa
Poverty and HIV/AIDS remain the two key, 

inter-linked drivers of maternal and child 
mortality, as well as gender-based and child-

targeting violence and abuse in South Africa. Is 
the state doing enough to secure the wellbeing 

of children by ensuring their rights in line with 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child?”

Read his responses by clicking here, or go to

http://www.ichange.org.za/news.html

http://www.ichange.org.za/newsfeed/de-klerk-interview.pdf
http://www.ichange.org.za/newsfeed/de-klerk-interview.pdf
http://www.ichange.org.za/news.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/news.html
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WHAT WE ARE 
ALL ABOUT
BeTheChange is a Registered Non Profit 
Organization that has as its aim the 
development of young people, 
particularly youth, in every area of life, 
focusing on sustainable development. We 
recognize the many shortcomings in our 
society and the many injustices that result 
there from and seek to stem the tide of 
these by addressing key development 
issues through sustainable development 
programs for all youth ranging from 5 to 
19 years of age.

United Nations Program 
of Action for Youth

We also aim to be a 
surrogate for the United 
Nations World Program of 
Action for Youth. The fields 
identified are education, 
employment, poverty, 
health, environment, drug 
abuse, juvenile delinquency, 
leisure-time activities, 
young women and the 
effective participation of 
youth in the life of 
society and in decision-
making, globalization, 
information and 
communication 
technologies, HIV/AIDS, armed 
conflict, and intergenerational issues.

We Need Your Hands and Your 
Heart in Helping Us Celebrate the 
Spirit of Ubuntu
You can be a part of equipping youth by 

helping us motivate them in a 
variety of creative ways through which 

they can learn about themselves. Join us 
at one of our venues if you have some 
time to spare. Check out our schedule by 
clicking on the link here.

 Leave us some feedback by clicking 
on the link here.

Online Resources
Read previously featured 
articles and download 
resources by clicking on 
the link here.

from left: 
Gunther Wagner, 
Kim Wagner and 
Rustum Fortune

BeTheChange Non Profit 082-357
Sustainable Development Initiatives

Cape Town, South Africa
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http://www.ichange.org.za/schedule.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/schedule.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/feedback.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/feedback.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/news.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/news.html
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