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“The freedom we are enjoying today 
was bought through the blood and 
sweat of many, many amazing people 
of all races - those who were given long 
prison sentences, those who were 
hanged, those who languished in 
solitary confinement for long periods, 
those who were tortured, those who 
went into exile, those who were 
detained and died mysteriously falling 
off chairs, slipping on soap while 
showering, and students and staff at 
places such as UWC who put their 

lives on the line. Hey, a heavy price has 
been paid for you to study in peaceful 
circumstances. Hey friends, please 
don't forget it, the price was 
exorbitant. Cherish this thing, hold it in 
high regard. Let us not spit in the faces 
of those who sacrificed so much. The 
greatest memorial to those stalwarts is 
for you, their successors to say we will 
reach for the stars because the sky is 
indeed the limit. Nothing can stop you 
becoming whatever you desire to be. 
Be the very best you can be - that is 

the most appropriate thank you to 
your brave predecessors.”

These were the words of South 
Africa’s Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
and our much beloved Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu, as he 
delivered his final address as 
Chancellor of the University of 
Western Cape (UWC) on the 9th 
March 2011. It was his penultimate 
address in the run-up to his 
retirement.

The Spirit of Ubuntu, Our Millennium Mandate

Left
BeTheChange Chairperson, Rustum 
Fortune, together with South Africa’s much 
beloved Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, 
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu.

Awarded the Medal of freedom by 
President Obama.

Alongside Nelson Mandela upon his 
release.

U2 360 concert intro to the song “one”.

Millennium Mandate

by Rustum Fortune
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This great man serves as an 
example of reconciliatory love, 
which empowers and informs every 
initiative we courageously 
endeavour in when working with 
young people in our quest for social 
justice and social progress. I was so 
privileged to have been afforded the 
opportunity by the Desmond Tutu 
Peace Foundation to meet up with 
this living legend and personally 
experience the warm, loving, 
accepting and inclusive demeanour 
which has become hallmark of his 
character and personality.  We here 
at BeTheChange have made such 
expressions of Ubuntu, our common 
humanity, our Millennium Mandate. 
As part of U2's 360 concert, 
recently performed here in South 
Africa, Desmond Tutu gave an 
inspiring pre-recorded speech. 
Here's what he had to say.
“The same people who marched for 
civil rights in the United States are the 
same people who protested apartheid 
in South Africa, who are the same 
people who worked for peace in 
Ireland, and are the same people who 
fought against debt slavery in the 
jubilee year 2000, who are the same 
beautiful people that I see when I look 

around this place tonight in 360 
degrees. We are those people. We are 
the same person. Because our voices 
were heard millions more of our 
brothers and sisters are alive thanks to 
the miracle of AIDS drugs and malaria 
drugs. There will be doctors, there will 
be nurses, there will be scientists who 
will live to solve great problems. Yes, 
there are many obstacles. Of course, 
there are always road blocks in the 
way of justice. But God will put a wind 
at our back and a rising road ahead if 
we work with each other as One.
”

His speech is a resounding tribute 
to what people can achieve when 
there is unity of purpose and of 
spirit; if indeed we work together as 
one. What results from such unity 
of purpose and spirit, is the bliss of 
growth, the glory of action and the 
splendour of achievement which in 
a real sense finds prolific expression 
in the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) which 
aims to eliminate poverty and 
hunger by the year 2015. 

“Because our voices were heard, millions more of our 
brothers and sisters are alive.”

Above
Kim and Gunther Wagner from 
BeTheChange joining the Church in 
Westridge for their year end outreach to 
the wonderful children from the rural areas 
in Philippi during the festive season, 2010. 
What a glorious vision of good willed 
people combining resources and efforts in 
sharing in the spirit of Ubuntu or our 
common humanity. 

Left
BeTheChange Christmas gift drive at 
Leliebloem House last year, 2010. Thanks 
to Tara Wagner our photographer and 
thanks to the staff at Wilderness, who help 
wrap gifts.

“We are those people. We 
are the same person.”

http://www.tutu.org/
http://www.tutu.org/
http://www.tutu.org/
http://www.tutu.org/
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BeTheChange was elated to have 
been present at the United Nations 
Association of South Africa MDGs 
Symposium 2011, held at the 
University of Western Cape, which 
convened to acknowledge 
substantial gains thus far and what 
goals require further attention. An 
audio visual presentation by the 
Peace Ambassadors alongside a 
group of students from St. Cyprian's 
School, proved quite impressive. 
These were students who had 
developed an awareness of the 
problems that affect so many 
globally and they creatively 
embraced their responsibility with 
respect to achieving the MDGs. It 
was refreshing to witness young 
people promote that which 
transcends their own well being and 
concern. Their presentation gave 
adequate articulation to Desmond 
Tutu’s words that “we are those 
people”. That’s what reconciliation is 
all about; the reunification and 
bringing together of peoples 
everywhere in order to make real 
the ideals of this Millennium 
Mandate by accepting responsibility 
for the part we each have to play. 

“A person, is a person, through other 
persons”, is what I believe Desmond 
Tutu meant when he coined the 
phrase “Rainbow Nation”. It does not 
mean sounding the same, but it 
does mean that we can all sound 
together. BeTheChange was afforded 
a wonderful opportunity to “sound 
together” alongside the Church in 
Westridge by supplementing their 
efforts in reaching out to some of 
the wonderful children from the 
rural areas in Philippi during the 
festive season, 2010. What a 
glorious vision of good willed 
people combining resources and 
efforts in sharing in the spirit of 
Ubuntu or our common humanity. 
We need to constantly remind 
ourselves that we belong to each 
other and that there’s no limit to 
what can be accomplished if we no 

longer concern ourselves with who 
gets all the glory. It’s not about a 
winning team; it’s about a winning 
attitude and together we can produce 
a winning formula.

Reflecting upon Al Sharpton’s 
comments on Rosa Parks, icons like 
Desmond Tutu, didn’t talk the fight, 
they fought the fight. It amazes me 
that we sit around and pretend that 
we have no work to do. Desmond 
Tutu, alongside Nelson Mandela and 
others, formed a movement when 
they had nothing of what we have 
today. They couldn’t send emails, 
didn’t have cellphones, couldn’t post 
tweets or create groups on 
facebook. Today we’ve got so much 
more than they gave us and we’re 
doing so much less with it and yet 
by doing nothing ,we make a 
mockery of their sacrifice. Nobody 
should have to beg us to stand up 
and make a difference. So I want to 
thank people like Desmond Tutu 
that taught us how to sacrifice and 
we need to pass their example on. I 
want to challenge everybody 
reading this, that you ought to make 
a Desmond Tutu Resolution. You 
ought to make one commitment in 
his name to yourself that you will 
do something that will make a 
difference, because we are here 
because he made a difference. Make 
a resolution that you’re going to 
correct what you see so that it can 
be said of us that we are the 
children of those who changed the 
world. As Desmond Tutu’s 
concluding remarks in his UWC 
speech intimate, my resolution is 
that I will not rest until “we become 
a caring, compassionate society where 
everyone would know they mattered. 
That is the South Africa for which 
many sacrificed. Let it happen. 
Somebody famously said “We can”. 
Yes we can.”

“Our Rainbow Nation is not about sounding the 
same, but sounding together.”

Above
UNASA President, Prof. Herman, Deputy 
Mayor of Cape Town, Alderman Ian Nielson 
with delegates, including Rustum Fortune 
and Brian Cleophas from BeTheChange, 
who convened to acknowledge substantial 
MDGs gains thus far and what goals 
require further attention.

Bottom
Audio visual presentation by the Peace 
Ambassadors alongside a group of 
students from St. Cyprian's School. It was 
refreshing to witness young people 
promote that which transcends their own 
well being and concern. 

“Make a Desmond Tutu 
Resolution”
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WHAT WE ARE 
ALL ABOUT
BeTheChange is a Registered Non Profit 
Organization that has as its aim the 
development of young people, 
particularly youth, in every area of life, 
focusing on sustainable development. We 
recognize the many shortcomings in our 
society and the many injustices that result 
there from and seek to stem the tide of 
these by addressing key development 
issues through sustainable development 
programs for all youth ranging from 5 to 
19 years of age.

United Nations Program 
of Action for Youth

We also aim to be a 
surrogate for the United 
Nations World Program of 
Action for Youth. The fields 
identified are education, 
employment, poverty, 
health, environment, drug 
abuse, juvenile delinquency, 
leisure-time activities, 
young women and the 
effective participation of 
youth in the life of 
society and in decision-
making, globalization, 
information and 
communication 
technologies, HIV/AIDS, armed 
conflict, and intergenerational issues.

We Need Your Hands and Your 
Heart in Helping Us Celebrate the 
Spirit of Ubuntu
You can be a part of equipping youth by 

helping us motivate them in a 
variety of creative ways through which 

they can learn about themselves. Join us 
at one of our venues if you have some 
time to spare. Check out our schedule by 
clicking on the link here.

 Leave us some feedback by clicking 
on the link here.

Read and Download Resources
Read previously featured 
articles and download 
resources by clicking on 
the link here.

BASED IN 
CAPE TOWN 

SOUTH AFRICA

BeTheChange Non Profit 082-357
Sustainable Development Initiatives

Cape Town, South Africa

(email)	
 	
 info@ichange.org.za
(fax)	
 	
 086 672 9996
(website)	
 http://www.ichange.org.za

http://www.ichange.org.za/schedule.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/schedule.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/feedback.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/feedback.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/news.html
http://www.ichange.org.za/news.html
mailto:info@ichange.org.za
mailto:info@ichange.org.za
http://www.ichange.org.za
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