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By Rustum Fortune 

Imagination 
 

It is only when we can imagine the world to be different than the way       

it is, that we can be empowered to embody this alternative reality and 

resist this present nightmare of brokenness, disorientation, and 

confusion. 

Over the last few years,  I’ve been 
involved in a profoundly interesting 
and enjoyable conversation…It’s a 
conversation of what it means to be 
“a new kind of radical” – not an 
angry reactionary fundamentalist, 
not a stuffy traditionalist, not a 
blasé nominalist, not a wishy washy 
liberal, not a new agey religious 
hipster, not a crusading religious 
imperialist, and not an overly 
enthused anti government fanatic, 
– but something fresh, authentic, 
challenging, adventurous and 
imaginative. 
 
At the heart of this new kind of  
adventure, there seems to be 
emerging from masses of people 
everywhere a very distinctive cry 
for something different. Maybe we 
as citizens of the 21st century need 
to start “imagining” or “envisaging” 
a new world, a new humanity and a 
new day for ourselves and for our 
children. Wonderful people, who 
are as radically minded as we are 
about change, refuse to arm 
themselves with ideology, but 
rather with imagination, and in so 
doing reach beyond the scope of 
any individual attempt to realize this 
“new day”. It is only when we can 
imagine the world to be different 
than the way it is, that we can be 
empowered to embody this 
alternative reality and resist this 
present nightmare of brokenness, 
disorientation, and confusion. A 
liberated imagination is a pre-
requisite for facing the future and if 
we cannot have such a liberated … 

… imagination and cannot 
countenance such radical dreams, 
then the story remains closed for 
us, and we have no hope.  
 
In a real sense, this article is a 
conscientious tribute to those who 
have unselfishly joined their 
imaginations with ours in some 
phenomenal ways, resulting in 
groundbreaking change. 
 
Such people, according to Brian 
Mclaren, “are brave enough to 
defect from their individualistic 
comfort zones and camps, who 
band together to form un-terror 
cells that secretly plot detonations 
of hope. They quietly conspire to 
set off explosions of spontaneous 
kindness. They plan gentle coup 
d’etats to replace regimes of 
domination and oppression with 
movements of empowerment and 
service. In a complete overthrow of 
violent terrorism, they fly airplanes 
of generosity into towers of need 
and plant improvised 
encouragement devices by 
roadsides and in neighbourhoods 
everywhere”, seeking that which 
helps people everywhere evolve 
into what it means to be fully 
human. 
 
Indeed the only difference 
between a heretic and a prophet 
is time, and untamed imagination 
armed with heartfelt conviction, 
silences all voices of dissent. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Top down: 
Some scenes from the Leliebloem High Tea 
Fund Raiser in aid of purchasing school 
stationary for 2011 school year. 
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Granted that we face a world 
crisis  which leaves us standing so 
often amid the surging murmur of 
life’s restless sea, we have come to 
the conclusion that every crisis has 
both its dangers and its 
opportunities. 
 
One such opportunity allowed us to 
be radical about our approach by 
taking bold steps to better the lives 
of young girls and women and in so 
doing we are taking bold steps to 
better the lives of children and 
families too. 
 
As long as girls and women are 
valued less, fed less, overworked, 
underpaid, not schooled and 
subjected to violence in and out of 
their homes, the potential of the 
human family to create a peaceful, 
prosperous world will not be 
realized. What a privilege it was to 
make inroads into developing 
young girls and women by working 
alongside Ons Plek Girl’s Shelter  
in order to help transform some 
dark yesterdays into bright 
tomorrows. Our “Superwoman”  
program at Ons Plek Girl’s 
Shelter  dealt with the struggles 
young women often deal with 
regarding social and peer 
pressures and how it can be 
overcome by a positive self image. 
Our heartfelt thanks to the Rape 
Crises Centre for donating some 
bracelets and much needed clothes 
and underwear for the girls at Ons 
Plek. 
 
The children at Leliebloem House  
are by no means an exception and 
serve as another reminder that 
vision is a process and that these 
children are in the process of being 
and becoming and we’re pooling 
every ounce of our imagination to 
develop them in some really 
creative ways.  

Such creativity found expression 
through a fun filled program on 
the importance of sanitation and 
cleanliness aimed at preventing 
the spread of disease and 
illness. On a continent where 
poverty is further compounded by 
sickness and disease, such 
development programs become 
invaluable tools in ensuring a bright 
and prosperous future for them and 
their posterity. But it didn’t stop 
there. 
 
Valued friends of BeTheChange  
joined us in hosting two tables at 
the Leliebloem House  High Tea , 
aimed at raising funds for 
purchasing school stationary for the 
kids. The good heartedness of 
such valued friends  was not 
found in a passive commitment to a 
particular creed, but in their active 
participation in a life saving deed; 
not in a moral pilgrimage that 
reached its destination point, but in 
a love ethic affording these children 
the opportunity to journey life’s 
highway. Our heartfelt thanks to 
all those who supported the 
event and especially to those 
who made it possible. 
 
Thanks to Deidre Williams,  
Renechia Easton , Charneill 
Roelofse  and Kim Wagner  for 
setting up and decorating the 
tables. Thanks to Deidre Williams  
and Charlene Whittern from 
Platters Inc.  (082 878 3785) and 
Sadeeka Stemmet for providing all 
the enjoyable eats. Thanks to 
Renechia Easton from Eastern 
Trading & Kiddies Parties 
(076 460 2379) for providing such 
phenomenal décor. Thanks to 
Charneill Roelofse  for the raffle 
donation that raised some 
additional funds. Thanks to Tara 
Wagner  for taking the photos. 
 
Such commitment to a noble cause 
can never be confined within the 
profundity of words or the 
eloquence of speech or the genius 
of thought but rather comes 
enshrined within the glory of action. 
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Top down: 
 
Some scenes from the Leliebloem program 
on the importance of sanitation and 
cleanliness. What a fun way to get the 
message across through the chocolate 
sundae challenge. 
 
Kids participated in learning other 
languages and leadership skills as well. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently the Criminal Procedure 
Act  was amended to include the so 
called “Shoot to kill” policy, stating 
that if police officers feel 
endangered in any way, they can 
use “deadly force” as a means to 
protect themselves. What concerns 
us in this regard is that this 
legislation includes the proviso that 
if an individual resists arrest or 
flees, that “deadly force” can be 
used in such circumstances as 
well. 
 
It puts forth the idea of “shoot 
now, ask questions later”. 
 
With this in mind we developed the 
interactive “Turn down the 
Violence”  program for the boys at 
Bosasa Youth Horizon Centre , 
dealing with the new legislation 
aimed at educating these boys with 
respect to varying consequences 
which may arise regarding any 
future juvenile and criminal 
behaviour. It is our hope that 
educating these young men around 
changing legislation will serve as a 
platform for them to reassess any 
premeditated action. But beyond 
educating their minds, we place 
prolific importance on educating 
their hearts, in that any dark and 
destructive responses can only be 
removed as they are possessed by 
the invisible, inner law which 
inscribes upon their hearts the 
conviction that all men are brothers 
and that love is mankind’s most 
potent weapon for personal and 
social transformation. 
 
After seeing how so many different 
people, from so many varying 
backgrounds, life situations and 
experiences, can join together and 
exercise creative will that enables 
us to hew out a stone of hope from 
a mountain of despair, I am … 
 

… forced to ask some thought  
provoking and radical questions.  
 
What if our hope is not in some 
cosmic bellboy who lives beyond 
the sky, who can be manipulated 
by our every will and whim? What if 
our hope is not in some security 
giving cosmic parent who hands 
out threats and favours, rewards 
and punishments and who wants 
us to remain childlike, docile and 
dependant? What if our hope is not 
in some cosmic judge who delights 
in our quivering before the throne of 
judgment refusing our pleas for 
emancipation, not enabling us to 
grow up into mature beings? 
 
To step beyond such security 
systems is to grow into human 
maturity. 
 
As John Shelby Spong suggests, “it 
is to leave behind all of the security 
boundaries that we have erected 
against our fears. It is to recognize 
that the world is so large that 
differences can be embraced and 
honoured. It is to step beyond tribal 
boundaries into a new and fuller 
sense of human dignity”. It is to 
recognize that anybody who is not 
against us, is for us, and that 
anybody who feeds the poor, 
shelters the homeless, visits the 
imprisoned, cares for the widow, 
clothes the naked and adopts the 
orphan, no matter what our diverse 
traditions may be, that somehow in 
the greater scheme of things we 
are all accepted, included and part 
of a universal family. 
 
I therefore no longer see a need to 
proselytize anyone but rather 
convince everyone that they are 
loved and love in itself is the 
universal language that can and will 
change this world. 
 
Indeed, we are far closer than we 
may think; close your eyes and try 
to imagine it. Our journey has just 
begun and I know that the best is 
yet to come! 
 
Visit us at www.ichange.org.za for more info. 
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Top down: 
 
Some scenes from the “Turn down the 
Violence” program at Bosasa Youth Horizon 
Centre. 
 
We used multimedia and the life raft activity 
to demonstrate the constructive potential 
each one of them are capable of exercising. 

 


