
 

WAITING: Unemployed men seek work on the roadside, but ANC leaders are preoccupied by leadership

battles, says the FW de Klerk Foundation.

ANC politics ‘blocks jobs’ — De Klerk

Foundation

Foundation blames rigid labour laws and Cosatu’s insistence on decent work as obstacles to job creation in
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SA’s jobs crisis was undermining the country’s democracy while the African National Congress (ANC)

and its allies were involved in power politics that hindered the fight against unemployment, the FW de

Klerk Foundation said yesterday.

The foundation blamed rigid labour laws and the Congress of South African Trade Unions’ (Cosatu’s)

insistence on decent work as obstacles to job creation in SA .

In recent weeks there has been intense debate within the tripartite alliance about the kind of jobs that

should be created, with Cosatu insisting that they should be "decent" jobs with good working conditions

and pay.

The ANC last month hinted that it could drop the focus on decent jobs in favour of more jobs, in its bid to

create 5-million new jobs in 10 years.

David Steward, the foundation’s executive director, said the ANC’s leadership elections — to be held

next year — meant that it was playing politics and did not want to alienate its political allies. There was a

reluctance in the ANC to take on Cosatu leaders over "decent" jobs.

"The subtext of everything that happens this year is the ANC’s n ational c onference in 2012. No present

— or aspirant — leader can afford to alienate Cosatu because of the decisive role that it will play in

choosing the country’s future leadership, just as it did at Polokwane in 2007," Mr Steward said.

While leaders were preoccupied with leadership battles, unemployment had locked many people in

poverty while others suffered from the high crime levels that were related to unemployment and poverty,

he said.
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Mr Steward said unemployment was the main cause of poverty. "It means that our new constitutional

democracy is not working for a substantial section of our society and for a majority of our youth."

Cosatu spokesman Patrick Craven said yesterday the federation would not back down on its drive for

decent jobs because workers needed to be protected from exploitation.

Mr Steward said the recent labour amendment bills would block President Jacob Zuma ’s crusade against

unemployment.

The Department of Labour argues the four bills released for public comment late last year will give greater

protection to nonpermanent workers. However, critics say the bills would increase the cost of doing

business and make the labour market more rigid.

Mr Steward said SA already had one of the most rigid labour markets, according to the World Economic

Forum’s g lobal c ompetitiveness r eport.

The country was already paying the price for its investor- hostile approach, he said. "The mining industry

actually shrank by 1% per annum in dollar terms during the 2000-08 commodities boom, while the mining

industries of China, Russia and Indonesia grew by 19%, 10% and 8% respectively. Every time Julius

Malema makes a statement on nationalisation, we probably lose another 1000 job opportunities."
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